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Tips for Tuning up Your Two-wheeler..................5
The students’ union bike shop can help you ready your bicycle in advance of peak riding weather
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By AUDREY McKINNON
L
SU queer liaison Andy Sandberg 
hopes to reduce the number of 
male or female bathrooms at Lan-
gara, reducing risk for those who 
don’t appear “gender enough” to use 
the space comfortably.
Sandberg has not set a specific time-
line, but is in the process of creating a 
proposal for the school’s board that will 
include potential renovation costs and 
examples from other colleges like the 
University of Victoria, which has about 
40 desegregated bathrooms.
“Unlike any other place on campus, 
these are spaces where everybody’s 
checking . . . are you the right gender?” 
said Sandberg.
Sandberg said the change would ide-
ally start in the B building where there 
is only one gendered bathroom per 
floor. Renovations could include higher 
doors to add privacy in the stalls, self-
cleaning toilets to replace urinals and a 
panic button to ensure safety.
It could also mean changing the 
signs from male and female and simply 
identifying it as a bathroom.
Media contact Ian Humphreys said 
in an email that the school, which has 
not heard Sandberg’s proposal yet, is 
following city codes regarding bath-
rooms.
“The college currently provides sep-
arate facilities for men and women as 
required by provincial and City of Van-
couver codes,” he said. “As required by 
code, all of our unisex washrooms are 
single unit facilities.”
Sandberg said she would also like to 
work with the city on the issue and 
added, “The proposal is definitely not 
to remove all gendered washroom fa-
cilities, but merely to expand admit-
tance to washrooms for everyone to 
whom the existing facilities are cur-
rently inaccessible.”
Transsexuals are not declared to the 
college so the number of affected peo-
ple at Langara is unknown, not to men-
tion those affected who are not trans-
sexual.
“Anyone who doesn’t comply with 
gender norms is at risk in gender-seg-
regated environments,” said Sanderg.
Langara film student Amy Fox is a 
transsexual woman; she was born male 
and has had surgery to change gender. 
“I’ve been hassled in washrooms and 
stared at and people have walked out,” 
the 31-year-old said in an interview 
over the phone. “When I was at BCIT 
briefly, I got followed out of the wash-
room by someone who wanted to argue 
with me loudly.”
According to the Coalition for Queer 
Action, gendered bathrooms put trans-
sexuals at risk for verbal and physical 
assault.
The San Francisco Human Rights 
Commission says many transsexual 
students travel out of their way to avoid 
gendered bathrooms, or avoid public 
bathrooms altogether, leading to blad-
der infections and health problems.
“If you have to plan your entire day 
and your liquid intake and all of the 
stuff around access to bathrooms, that 
severely impacts your life,” said Sand-
berg.
Queer liaison seeks unisex bathrooms 
Ungendered bathrooms are a key factor in keeping some students safe: Andy Sandberg 
By CLAYTON PATERSON
The trend of rising enrolment at Langara is slowing, but the fall 2011 and spring 2012 semesters 
still saw record highs for the college.  
According to Martin Gerson, the col-
lege’s vice-president academic and pro-
vost, enrolment numbers are begin-
ning to level out but the college is still 
looking to accommodate more stu-
dents.
“We have increasingly long wait-
lists,” said Gerson. “It would be lovely 
to find a way to accommodate all stu-
dents so they can get into the classes 
they need, but it’s going to be really 
tough over the next few years.”
Gerson said the main issues facing 
the college are funding and space.
“What we really need is more space, 
but once we have that space, we’ll need 
more money to make use of the space,” 
he said. 
Gerson also said, last year, the col-
lege accommodated 6.5 per cent more 
students than the college’s funding pre-
scribed.
Because the tuition rates are signifi-
cantly higher for international stu-
dents, the college is looking to accom-
modate more of them so the costs for 
domestic students remain lower.
Gerson said this strategy will be-
come increasingly important as the 
college’s budget may decrease in the 
coming years.
“The budget speech from last week 
seemed to indicate that it is more likely 
our funding will go down in subsequent 
years,” he said. “We need to find ways 
to make that up.”
According to the Association of Ca-
nadian Community Colleges, the trend 
of rising enrolment figures is evident 
across Canada.
“Generally enrolment has increased 
over the past two years across the 
board with many programs oversub-
scribed, especially in health sciences,” 
said Rosemary Lafrenière, manager of 
communication and information re-
sources at ACCC.
According to the association, a large 
factor in the rising enrolment rates at 
colleges has to do with people seeking 
to change careers or to upgrade skills.
Ultimately, Langara will need to 
grow to accommodate future students 
said Gerson, but he maintained that 
that the college’s main goal is to ensure 
the continued comfort and high quality 
education for all of its current, regis-
tered students.
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Andy Sandberg, the LSU queer liaison, is making a pro-
posal for desegregated bathrooms at Langara. 
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Students rush through Langara’s packed halls. The college reported record-setting enrolment this spring but says numbers are slowing.
Enrolment increases at Langara
Langara saw another 
record-setting enrolment 
this spring but the rate of  
increase in new students is 
less than it was last fall
	 Nfld.: 22%
	 P.E.I.: 17%
	 Alta.: 15%
	 Sask.: 15%
	 Ont.: 13%
	 Nunavut: 12%
	 Man.: 6%
	 Que.: 4%
	 Y.T.: 3%
	 B.C.: 1%
Source: Anna Toneguzzo, 
Manager of Government 
Relations & Policy, ACCC
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By AUGUSTINA COCCARO
The LSU has signed a new contract with insurance provider Student-Care, but according to LSU board 
member Eli Zbar, there is still work to 
be done before the details of student 
benefit packages are finalized.
LSU treasurer James Li and service 
director Zohra Moshtaq travelled to 
Montreal last week to meet with Stu-
dentCare to renegotiate the contract. 
They ended their trip by signing a 
new 3-to-5 year contract with the insur-
ance provider, but Zbar says there are 
still steps to be taken before the new 
plan goes into effect in September 2012.
“The contract is distinct from the 
coverage plan,” explained Zbar. 
Some of the changes that were nego-
tiated during the meeting were chang-
es in the security of student informa-
tion, being able to deal with student 
inquiries more efficiently, faster pro-
cessing times for claims and changes 
to travel insurance benefits.
The LSU will be presenting the 
changes at the board meeting on Mon-
day, March 5 and plan to present the 
final draft to students in a referendum 
at the end of April.
LSU signs 
benefit plan 
with provider 
Contract between the LSU 
and StudentCare renegoti-
ated; precise benefit pack-
age details still to come
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JUMBO JEWELRY NOT A JOKE FOR LOCAL ARTIST
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Artist Dave Sajedi poses in Langara’s main foyer with his larger-than-life “Beaded Necklace,” a project that took him more than 1000 
hours to complete. The necklace consists of more than 100,000 beads and knots and weighs roughly 200 kilograms. The project will be on 
display through Friday. Go to www.talismanbeadworks.ca to see more of Sajedi’s work.
Online monitoring on campus
By LEV JACKSON
L
angara students have likely heard 
about a controversial privacy bill 
currently being discussed in the 
House of Commons.
Bill C-30 would give police access to 
Canadians’ online browsing history 
and subscriber information upon re-
quest.
Currently, police require a warrant 
for such information.
But students may be surprised to 
learn authorities at Langara already 
maintain a database of internet activity 
on campus.
“We do keep a log of browsing histo-
ry through our proxy servers,” said I.T. 
department associate director Justin 
Yau in an email to The Voice. 
“We only look at the information 
when there is a need to do so, and such 
requests will come from the Dean’s Of-
fice,” he said.
This gives a new, more realistic 
meaning to the idea that “Big Brother” 
is watching.
But some students said they are un-
happy with the thought of being moni-
tored.
“It’s not necessary. I know I don’t 
want to be spied on by the school or the 
government,” said student Abdul Fadel.
Davis Loui, a general studies stu-
dent, agreed.
“It is not right that people should be 
watching our every move, It’s ridicu-
lous,” he said.
While many students agree with 
both Fadel and Loui, others are open to 
certain aspects of Bill C-30.
“It depends on what they want to do 
with that information,” said Langara 
math student Samantha Gavrilko. 
“I mean if they use it to somehow 
stop crimes, then fine, but if they’re go-
ing to screw with my computer then no 
thanks.”
If passed in its current form, Bill C-30 
will require ISPs to maintain a backlog 
of subscriber browsing history and will 
be both organized and readily available 
upon police request.
Police currently have several investi-
gative options that require judicial ap-
proval including search warrants, 
tracking warrants and wiretaps.
Public Safety minister Vic Toews has 
conceded that the bill is an intrusion of 
privacy, but he has claimed it is a nec-
essary sacrifice to help police pursue 
criminals in the 21st century.
Toews caused significant reaction 
from the media and Canadian public 
when he stated in the House of Com-
mons: “Either stand with us or with the 
child pornographers.”
As Yau stated, Langara College does 
have a need to maintain browsing his-
tory, but Loui said he still feels uneasy 
with the idea of being monitored.
“We have the right to our privacy.”
Langara collects student browsing history, similar to proposed law
By CARLY RHIANNA SMITH
An empty laneway in south-east Vancouver is transforming into a work of art and a space for the 
community to come together.
The alley at Fraser Street and 46th 
Avenue is hard to miss – a blinding 
shade of hot pink and sharply contrast-
ing jet-black stripes.
“We like these colours. It’s not just to 
shock people, but we did understand it 
would have that impact,” said artist 
Jinhan Ko.
The City of Vancouver commis-
sioned several murals last year for its 
125th anniversary. 
This piece is a public installation cre-
ated by art collective Instant Coffee, in 
partnership with the Vancouver 125 
Mural Program, South Hill Business 
Association and curated by the Other 
Sights for Artists’ Projects. It is titled – 
aptly for Vancouver – Nothing Happens 
In Good Weather.
The installation will be complete by 
the end of March. Instant Coffee artists 
plan to add yellow and grey triangular 
awning as well as furniture.
“It’s what I consider ‘west coast mod-
ern’ furniture. They’re basically tree 
stumps,” said Ko. 
The furniture will be painted to 
match the vibrant alley.
“I’m sure once it becomes a seating 
place, everybody will enjoy it,” said 
Dolly Bains, president of the South Hill 
Business Association public art com-
mittee.
“We don’t have such spaces on Fras-
er Street. There are lots of people who 
appreciate it, there are others who 
think, ‘No, we don’t want anything like 
this,’” she said.
Bains said that input was considered 
from the South Hill community and 85 
per cent of feedback was positive.
“High end art might have people in-
terested in looking at these things and 
appreciating [them],” she said.
Applications were accepted from all 
over Canada, but Instant Coffee was 
chosen because of their interest in 
bringing life to the community and im-
proving the neighbourhood.
“I just love the fact that we were able 
to change this area so radically,” said 
Ko. “This project was an extension of 
the work we were doing before.”
Instant Coffee is an artist collective 
with four members based in Vancouver 
and two in Toronto.
They are currently working on an 
installation in Edmonton and another 
in Richmond, having previously com-
pleted several other projects in Canada 
and Europe.
	 Titled “Protect-
ing Children and 
Internet Predators 
Act”
	 Would require 
Internet Service 
Providers to give 
subscriber informa-
tion to police with 
no warrant
	 53 per cent of Ca-
nadians believe the 
bill is too intrusive, 
while only 27 per 
cent believe the bill 
is necessary
Source: Angus Reid Public 
Opinion/Government of Canada 
	
Bill C-30
Artist collective creates 
memorable and colourful 
space in tired laneway
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Jinhan Ko, part of the artist
collective Instant Coffee.
Returning students should 
log in to select new courses
By QUINN MELL-COBB
Application fees are nothing new for Langara College students, but an internet glitch may cause some 
to shell out additional cash.
Rumours swirling around campus 
suggested that Langara was in the ear-
ly stages of putting a plan into motion 
that would force returning applicants 
into paying another application fee ($40 
for domestic applicants, and $155 for 
international) if they wished to select 
new courses.
As it turns out, the fee is simply an 
unfortunate consequence of choosing 
to register through the Langara web-
site without logging in to the myLanga-
ra portal.
“The website is not able to differenti-
ate between a new and a returning stu-
dent, so if a returning student applies 
through the official website they will 
be charged the fee,” said Langara 
spokesman Ian Humphreys.
Humphreys was quick to dismiss the 
notion that it was a cash grab on the 
part of the college.
“Returning students are directed to 
log in to the portal to complete their ap-
plications,” said Humphreys. “There is 
no intention on the part of the college 
to charge returning students an appli-
cation fee, so there is no anticipation of 
increased revenue.”
Art space 
pops up 
on Fraser
Avoid paying $40 registration fee next term “If a return-
ing student 
applies 
through 
the official 
website 
they will 
be charged 
the fee
IAN HUMPHREYS
By AUDREY McKINNON
 
The Langara Students’ Union unani-mously voted to force the resigna-tion of two board members for ab-
senteeism.
One of the agenda items at the Feb. 6 
LSU meeting was the resignation of Ex-
ternal Affairs Coordinator Candy Tran 
and College Board member Muneori 
Otaka. The two former LSU board 
members, who could not be reached for 
comment, were considered resigned by 
the board after missing too many meet-
ings in a row. 
“It is fairly common. The rules clear-
ly state that if two meetings in a row 
are missed without adequate reason 
[it] will result in immediate dismissal,” 
said board member Eli Zbar in an 
email. 
Tran missed four out of eight execu-
tive committee meetings since being 
elected and Otaka missed two out of 
eight.
 In the board meeting attended by 
the Voice, board members discussed 
Tran and Otaka’s probable reasons for 
missing meetings.   
Zbar said that Tran had texted him 
earlier in the day to ask if she was still 
on the board. Otaka was thought to 
have given priority to an internship.
The LSU bylaws state that members 
are considered to have resigned after 
being absent from two meetings as 
long as two-thirds of the board mem-
bers vote in agreement of it. The vote 
to remove these two members before 
spring break was unanimous.
“If you can’t keep up with your du-
ties, you really shouldn’t be occupying 
a seat just for the sake of it,” said Sid-
dharth Gautam, Board Member at 
Large.
Gautam said because Langara is a 
transfer college, one of the main rea-
sons that people run for the LSU is to 
meet the extra-curricular activities re-
quirements of universities.
LSU board members are also com-
pensated an undisclosed amount for 
their time in meetings. If they have not 
attended a meeting, they do not get 
paid for that time. The reimbusement 
tendered to members is in lieu of time 
missed from classes for adminsitrative 
responsibilities.
Gautam nominated himself for a re-
sume-building position as co-chair for 
the Special Events Committee before 
Christmas and admited that having 
that on his resume was a part of his mo-
tivation for wanting the position.
But Gautam also said that keeping 
strict rules for members who can’t 
keep up with their requirements elimi-
nates problems that come with being 
motivated by having a seat in the LSU 
just to build up a resume.
“If you have an executive that’s not 
showing up to meetings and who’s not 
able to keep up with the responsibili-
ties that have been assigned to him or 
her, we take action,” he said.
The LSU did not have any statistics 
on how many times resignations have 
ocurred.  
Board meetings take place every 
other Monday and can be attended by 
the public. The next meeting is Mon-
day, March 5 at 4:30 p.m. 
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Students need to watch where they throw refuse 
to help sustain 16-year organic waste program  
Langara’s rezoning application seeks to accommodate 
changes to potential new facilities that aren’t yet funded
Student council has low 
tolerance  when it comes to 
elected members who are 
not dedicated to the job
Campus compost 
101; a crash course 
New plan needs $$
LSU ‘resigns’ 2 members
By Cara MCKenna 
a 20-year master plan for Langara’s expansion is undergoing some up-dates despite the fact that the 
school doesn’t know how they will pay 
for it.
“No funding for the proposed expan-
sion is in place. We are continuing to 
work with internal and external com-
munities in developing our overall mas-
ter plan … so we will be ready when 
opportunity presents itself to go for-
ward with construction,” said Wendy 
Lannard, representative from the facili-
ties department, in an email.
Lannard added that the reason for 
the changes to the rezoning application 
was to give “easier access to students” 
but that they are “still developing 
[their] master plan” and that they don’t 
know how much it’s going to cost or 
who is going to be funding it.
The plan, which has been ongoing 
since 2005, includes the already com-
pleted Students Union building and li-
brary and expands to include a Cre-
ative Arts building and a Student 
Services and Sciences building.
The school has applied to the city for 
rezoning to increase the allotted space 
they’re allowed to use.
Also, the location of the two pro-
posed buildings has switched places 
from the original plan.
The Creative Arts building will now 
be located on the south-end of campus 
behind the library, and the Student Ser-
vices and Sciences building will be lo-
cated in front of the library on the edge 
of campus.
The plan itself is still in the process 
of being completed and since no fund-
ing is currently in place, it will continue 
to be fine-tuned by architects and by 
the Langara facilities department.
An open house will be held on March 
8 in the A Building from 4 to 7 p.m. 
where students and members of the 
community will have an opportunity to 
ask city officials questions and view 
the full proposal.
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Overview of Langara campus and the proposed new buildings.
By Dennis Page
D
id you know that Langara has a 
composting program? It does, 
however, the 16-year-old pro-
gram, does not get the same lev-
el of student participation and expo-
sure as other Langara recycling 
programs.
Frank Williams, chair of the biology 
department and coordinator for envi-
ronmental studies, said that although 
students and faculty participate in re-
cycling paper and bottles on campus, 
there are still those who put garbage in 
the cans and vice versa, this results in 
recyclable material being wasted, in-
creasing costs and pollution.
“If we put all this organic material 
into landfills, it comes out as methane, 
and methane is a significant global 
warming gas,” added Williams.
At Langara the bulk of the compost-
ing material comes from the cafeteria 
preparation area, which generates 
three to four 20-litre buckets a day.  An 
additional one to two buckets come 
from the Student Union Building food 
service area.
Another challenge associated with 
composting is how to collect the waste. 
Having composting containers located 
in the hallways with the recycled bot-
tles and papers is not practical due to 
the nature of the waste.
Compost material is rotting, organic 
waste, which creates bad odors and at-
tracts bugs and rodents.
There is currently one composting 
receptacle for student use located in 
the cafeteria beside the microwaves.
Despite the small amount of organic 
waste collected from individual stu-
dents, the upside, according to Wil-
liams, is that the college does capture 
the majority of the recyclable material. 
The compost that is collected is later 
used as fertilizer for the community 
gardens on campus.
“I think the most successful part [of 
the program] is that the students who 
go around and do all the collecting and 
mixing learn a lot,” said Williams.
Heather Johnson, a second-year en-
vironmental studies student, is run-
ning the composting program at Lang-
ara this year. She is responsible for 
collecting the compost from the bins, 
mixing it and then shoveling it into the 
community gardens.
“[People] really need to be conscious 
of the waste [they] generate,” said 
Johnson who puts in five hours a week 
with the composting program.  
Mario Moniz de Sa, assistant chair of 
the biology department and Langara 
Community Garden Soicety member 
says that he has been able to reduce his 
garbage by about 75 per cent once he 
started composting.
DENNIS PAGE photos
Top: Heather Johnson and Mario Moniz de Sa tend to 
Langara’s compost.  
Bottom: Nutrient rich layers of compost degrade over 
time until it can be mixed with soil and used in gardens.
DENNIS PAGE photo
Langara’s composint gprograms is integrated with the college’s community gardens.
entertainment
By JEREMY SALLY
B
eat Nation is aboriginal art, re-
mixed and resampled. Tradi-
tional values are spun on their 
heads in this hip-hop influenced 
exhibit at the Vancouver Art Gallery.  
Walk into the first room and be 
greeted by Duane Linklater’s neon red 
Thunderbird ominously perched on 
the wall above. The red glow is menac-
ing, more befitting a rave than an art 
exhibit.  
“Welcome to the club,” says co-cura-
tor Tania Willard. 
Inside, visitors will encounter a 
turntable playing an LP made from a 
tree trunk. The needle tracks along the 
tree trunk rings as the tree sings its 
centuries-old song.
Brian Jungen’s Prototype for a New 
Understanding literally turns Air Jor-
dan basketball shoes inside-out. The 
shoe’s texture adds an extra dimension 
to his creations. Perforated leather and 
rubber make the face of a whale come 
alive, giving it texture and feel, despite 
being behind closed glass.  
Bold, colourful, low-rider bicycles 
take centre stage in an exhibit called 
The Street. 
Each bike features artwork painted 
on the frame, seats with native designs, 
and subtle leatherwork. Dylan Miner’s 
artwork is both a look back at his an-
cestors’ migratory past and a call for 
sustainable transportation for tomor-
row. 
Willard says the exhibit “juxtaposes 
the past with the future, a hybridity of 
cultural and modern imagery.”
A slow beat pulsates throughout the 
showcase - one that has carried on 
throughout time, altered only by its de-
livery. Yesterday it was skin drums; to-
day, subwoofers.
The art transcends cultures too. 
‘Coppers from the Hood,’ by Michael 
Nicoll Yahgulanaas blends Haida de-
signs with a Japanese ‘manga’ style, all 
painted upon recycled car hoods.  
Political overtones colour the mes-
sage in some exhibits. Sonny Assu’s 
project features 67 elk hide drums 
painted as LP’s in motion - one for each 
year the potlatch was banned in Cana-
da.  
Video is on offer too, with three 
short films in a theatre, as well as hip-
hop and rap music videos by aboriginal 
musicians that can be selected by the 
viewer. 
Though the exhibit occupies one art 
gallery floor, visitors can expect to 
spend a couple hours taking in all the 
videos and art. 
Beat Nation runs until June 3. Lang-
ara students pay $12.50 with school ID. 
Tuesdays’ after 5pm are by donation. 
By RoSS ARMouR
The annual gala put on by the Lan-gara Faculty Association every spring has been postponed until 
the fall. 
Organizer and history instructor 
Andrea Smith confirmed that too many 
performers had conflicts with the 
March 2 date, and that rescheduling is 
already underway with Studio 58. 
“Unfortunately the March 2 date just 
hasn’t worked out,” said Smith. “There 
has been a lot of conflicts with perform-
ers and we’ll have it in the fall instead.”
Despite this setback, Smith re-
mained upbeat about the new date.
“I like the idea of rescheduling, and 
it’ll still be in 2012 so I’m positive about 
it. It really is a magical night when it 
comes off.”
The gala has been held each spring 
for the past 20 years. 
Ticket sales regularly go towards 
causes such as student scholarships or 
equipment for the college.
Those who have already bought tick-
ets will get their money back.
“I’ll keep track of all the names of 
people who have purchased tickets and 
return their funds,” said Smith. 
Regular acts include vocalists, come-
dians and musicians, including guitar-
ist Edgar Avelino, who has played at 
the gala since 1999. 
“The atmosphere is extremely 
friendly and supportive,” said Avelino. 
Because of this, I have often used the 
gala to try out new pieces before play-
ing them in other gigs.” 
Asked of specific conflicts with per-
formers Smith explained, “People had 
conferences, childcare issues, surgery, 
and the date this year was also a little 
later than normal. That can matter 
with marking and teaching schedules 
among other things.”
The decision to postpone the gala 
was made over the weekend. 
“I was a little downhearted at the 
start, I felt like I’d lost a child,” said 
Smith. “But I think the fall will work 
well.” 
A new date will be arranged with 
Studio 58, said Smith, as both parties 
search for a free night in between 
shows already arranged for the fall. 
“It’s really in Studio 58’s control now. 
They’ll find a night when there’s noth-
ing on and now I can’t wait till the fall.”
By JAcquiE RichARdSon
Through the darkness eyes focus on a figure dusted in white chalk. His slow, precise movements induce a 
feeling free of time and space. 
Contorted movements reveal the un-
told story of our body’s labors and 
physical exertion, through the Japa-
nese dance form Butoh featured at 
Vancouver’s International Dance festi-
val beginning March 2nd.
“Students who have any interest in 
live performances [should come out] 
and experience something they 
haven’t,” says Jay Hirabayashi, co-
founder of the festival, and co-creator 
of Vancouver’s Kokoro Dance.
The series of slow, concentrated 
movements was originally created to 
capture the backbreaking labours of 
farmers in Northern Japan. 
Originating in 1950s Japan, Butoh is 
based on the choreographers’ early 
memories of their parents, Hirabayashi 
explained. 
The dancers tried to capture their 
parents’ daily routines, trudging 
through mud and bent over in fields.
Hirabayashi’s own exploration of Bu-
toh lead to the creation of Kokoro 
Dance in 1986, and also inspired his 
solo piece Rock My Body that he will be 
performing at the Roundhouse Com-
munity Stage during the festival.
Butoh is a dance meant to express 
each individual’s way of movement, 
said Hirabayashi.
 “It’s not imposed like ballet or other 
types of movements [that may not be] 
suited to your body,” he explained. 
“[Butoh] is true to your own body and 
spirit and how you express yourself,” 
so one choreography won’t be the same 
as the next.
San Francisco’s Alonzo Kin LINES 
Ballet will also perform at the festival. 
VIDF calls their piece Resin and Sche-
herazade “sublime ecstasy” – a vibrant 
and emotional piece incorporating mu-
sic from Turkey, Israel, Morocco and 
Spain.
Tokyo’s Taketeru Kudo is also 
among the list of dancers, performing 
Line Between, an imaginative and 
haunting piece that drifts somewhere 
between our waking and sleeping 
states, with music from Edith Piaf and 
Johnny Cash.
All performances taking place at the 
Roundhouse Community Stage are $3 
or free to members of VIDF. 
The festival runs March 2–11. For 
more information, visit vidf.ca.
Young aboriginal artists wow with art, music, video in edgy exhibit 
Vancouver International 
Dance Festival features 
styles from ballet to Butoh
Scheduling conflicts cause  
organizers to reschedule 
annual fundraising event  
for first time in 20 years
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Above: Brian Jungen’s “Prototype for a New 
Understanding” turns Air Jordans inside out. 
Right: Skeena Reece’s “Raven: On the Colo-
nial Fleet.” It’s not your grandma’s regalia.
JEREMY SALLY photo
Duane Linklater’s “Tautology” greets visitors at the entrance of the exbibition.
Beat Nation throws art bomb 
Dance festival puts on “sublime” performances
Langara gala 
put on hold 
until fall
ALonzo king LinES 
BALLEt
San Francisco
inkBoAt
San Francisco
kokoRo dAncE
Vancouver
LuciE gREgoiRE 
dAncE
Montreal
tAkEtERu kudo
Japan
nAtSu nAkAJiMA
Japan
Source: Vancouver international 
dance Festival
VIDF
performers
SUBMITTED photo
Alonzo dancer King LINES Ballet 
dancer Michael Montgomery
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CARLY SMITH photo
Annina Greenfield helps customer Jason Chan prepare his two-wheeler for springtime riding at Out Community Bikes. 
Tuned-up bikes to beat traffic
By CARLY RHIANNA SMITH
A
s the seasons shift gears from 
winter to spring, it’s time to get 
your bicycles ready to rumble.
Getting your bike in shape 
can seem intimidating, but it’s actually 
simple to do and easy on your wallet.
Langara students can perform their 
own bike repairs in the Langara Stu-
dent Union bike shop, located in the 
lower floor of the Students’ Union 
Building.
“We want students to use [bikes] as 
their transportation as much as possi-
ble. Whether it’s raining, snowing or 
sunny,” said LSU resource coordinator 
Gabriel Pelletier.
The bike shop, overseen by the envi-
ronmental committee, is free and open 
to all students. 
To use the shop, simply sign in at the 
LSU reception on the upper floor of the 
SUB.
The bike shop offers tools and a 
work manual, and a limited number of 
parts for sale. Volunteers are on hand 
to help with repairs, when their sched-
ules allow for it. 
Once the weather gets better volun-
teers and bike enthusiasts will flock to 
the bike shop, which has been less busy 
in winter months, said Pelletier.
“People want to ride when the 
weather gets better. They itch for it,” 
he said.
Another option for those keen on 
saving money and fixing their bike 
themselves is Our Community Bikes 
on Main Street at 17th Avenue. 
“If you don’t know how, we can teach 
you,” said Annina Greenfield, an OCB 
employee.
Operated by non-profit organization 
PEDAL, OCB is a do-it-yourself bike 
shop with staff and volunteers on hand. 
“We are dedicated to education and 
teaching people that it’s perfectly okay 
to do it yourself,” said Greenfield. 
She also said to come in as soon as 
possible, before the weather changes.
“We notice on a lot of sunny days 
that we get this huge influx of people 
being like, ‘There’s something wrong 
with my bike!’” she said.
As well as tool and stand rental, OCB 
offers the option of verbal or hands-on 
instruction. The prices range from $6 
to $18, depending on the amount of 
help you need. 
The fee goes toward the cost of keep-
ing the shop running.
	 Give the frame a 
good wipedown 
and lubricate the 
chain
	 Make sure your 
tires are pumped 
to proper pressure. 
Most bikes shops 
will help you check
	 Check for wear on 
your wheels, chain, 
gears and brakes
	 If the teeth of your 
chain-rings are 
either pointy or 
shark-fin-shaped, 
they need replacing
Source: Our Community Bikes
Bicycle
tune-up tips
With spring just 
around the cor-
ner, it’s time to 
ready your ride 
By MICHELLE GAMAGE
Snacking on a lamb skewer from Fasttrac Fusion food truck outside the Langara-49th Canada Line sta-
tion, is as safe as it should be.
According to Vancouver Coastal 
Health reports, Vancouver’s renowned 
street-side food trucks are just as clean 
and safe as Vancouver’s restaurants.
Vancouver Coastal Health conducts 
more than 16,000 inspections of restau-
rants, food facilities and stores annual-
ly, ensuring businesses follow the strict 
health guidelines and applicable codes. 
Sean Ruudz, owner of Big Dogs 
Street Hots, said inspectors usually 
show up at his Georgia and Granville 
location every six months, but “some-
times they just show up.”
Food trucks’ smaller kitchens make 
them cleaner than restaurants, he said. 
“It’s a single person operation,” said 
Ruudz. “So the responsibility [to clean] 
comes down on you.”
Regional health protection guide-
lines require that all vendors have ap-
proval from a provincial health officer, 
have a completed food service permit 
and complete FoodSafe B.C. training in 
food safety, handling and sanitation.
“Food carts are very clean,” said Pat-
rick Yien, whose family runs Fasttrac 
Fusion. “You can see the whole kitchen 
[from the outside]. It’s spic and span.” 
Yien also thinks food trucks have an 
advantage over restaurants. 
“It’s more affordable and just as 
good as restaurants, but quicker,” he 
said. 
Japadog, a Japanese-style hotdog 
business, operates in Vancouver from a 
restaurant and three food carts. In-
spections in the past year show prob-
lems at the restaurant were more seri-
ous than those found in the carts
 A November inspection of the res-
taurant found several problems, in-
cluding the potential for microbiologi-
cal contamination and that a hot food 
storage container under the required 
temperature of 60 C. 
In contrast, Japadog’s three carts, all 
inspected since last June, had a total of 
ten problems including missing ther-
mometers, over-diluted sanitation 
products and cluttered counters. 
All problems were apparently cor-
rected at the time of each inspection.
Vancouver’s food truck industry is 
booming and with spring just around 
the corner business is going to contin-
ue to grow, said Ruudz. 
A panel of local journalists, chefs 
and notaries are currently judging 
teams of hopeful entrepreneurs com-
peting for 12 new food truck licenses. 
The panel’s choices will be revealed in 
the spring. 
No social 
power on 
Twitter 
Tweeting during unrest 
was mostly commentary, 
very little for organizing
With new food trucks on the way, is the current crop safe eating?
By STACY THOMAS
New research has proven that Twitter is not as effective at broadcasting wide scale messag-
es as previously thought.
Since Twitter activity rose during 
the London riots and the Arab Spring, 
it was assumed that social media was 
now playing a large role in social move-
ments.
“Even though social media may be 
important for communicating where to 
meet, it’s not always the reason why 
people meet,” said Kathleen Carley, 
computer science professor at Carne-
gie Mellon University in Pittsburgh.  
Her research, released this month in 
Vancouver at the American Associa-
tion for the Advancement of Science’s 
annual conference, has shown that 
those theories are based on misconcep-
tions.
“There’s anecdotal evidence, so peo-
ple go to these anecdotes and think, 
well that must be all there is,” Carley 
told the Voice by phone. “But we don’t 
have a lot of empirical evidence about 
[social media’s] overall behavior.”
Social demographics, literacy rates, 
and “the underlying human face to face 
social network,” are more important to 
the effectiveness of social media, Car-
ley said.
Some Langara groups are also find-
ing Twitter to be ineffectual.
Justin Lai, of the Langara Chritians 
Club, said they use Facebook to get 
their message out. 
“More people expect some sort of so-
cial media platform as part of their 
communication plan,” he said. “[Twit-
ter] didn’t really fit in with our plan.”
Langara communications officer Syl-
via Tan said keeping up with Twitter is 
a snap. “I pay attention to it all day 
long,” she said, “probably about two 
hours a day.” But, she still finds Face-
book to be the most effective way to 
connect with students. “Definitely 
Facebook is more effective,” she said, 
“just by sheer numbers.”
 “On Twitter, once the tweet is in 
someone’s stream, it’s gone in about 
five to 15 seconds,” said Eli Zbar of the 
Langara Students’ Union. “Facebook is 
where everyone is. It’s a much more 
powerful social engagement tool.”
Vancouver’s growing food 
truck industry is as safe 
and clean as restaurants 
MICHELLE GAMAGE photo
Fasttrac Fusion serves dishes made from scratch out-
side the Langara-49th Avenue Canada Line station
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We want to hear from you
Did we get a fact wrong? Tell us. Got a 
different point of view? Write to us.
Problems with something we’ve said?
Let us know.
Journalism instructor Nicholas Read 
oversees The Voice. Email him at 
nread@langara.bc.ca
The Voice is 
published by Langara 
College’s journalism 
department.
Editorial opinions are 
those of the staff and 
are independent of 
views of the student 
government and 
administration.
We welcome letters 
to the editor. All 
letters must be 
signed. They may 
be edited for brevity. 
Names may be 
withheld in special 
cases, but your letter 
must include your 
name and phone 
number.
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theVoiceBill C-30 invades privacy
The rituals of releasing flatu-lence, conversing with oneself and tending our self-image are 
all fair game in the men’s washroom. 
Unfortunately, gender segregated 
washrooms are in limbo while 
Langara Students’ Union queer 
liaison Andy Sandberg pushes for 
unisex washrooms to accommodate 
transgender, intersex, androgynous 
and other non-conforming persons.
Such an act would scramble the 
norms and customs of washroom 
behaviour and create some rather 
awkward scenarios. Washrooms 
should stay gender segregated. 
They are the only areas on campus 
where one can carry out unseen 
activities in booths. Thanks to 
gender segregation, males and 
females can avoid each other’s 
distasteful duties. 
As disgusting as it may be, 
perverts can easily exploit people’s 
vulnerability while in unisex 
washrooms. Todd the molester can 
mingle with women in the wash-
room and take a gander at Sally Sue 
in the adjacent booth. Although 
security measures could be taken, 
the benefits wouldn’t outweigh the 
hassle of converting each restroom.
Unisex wash-
rooms have been 
implemented in 
restaurants, 
offices and 
schools for 
reasons of 
creativity, 
anti-discrimina-
tion and faster 
turnover. Most 
recently, Glasgow 
University 
installed unisex toilets after 
consulting with their student 
council. Queer, bisexual and 
transgender students were the 
primary supporters.
Dressing as the opposite gender is 
instinctual to some people, and if it 
isn’t, it is anything but a spontane-
ous decision. It includes some 
consideration of the resulting 
consequences. 
A major issue is where someone 
is accepted due to their new 
appearance. It should be no surprise 
that someone who looks like a man 
will receive frightened glances upon 
entering a women’s washroom. 
It takes a strong will to withstand 
the inevitable discrimination and 
embarrassment. But society doesn’t 
owe anyone favours and certainly 
shouldn’t have to walk on eggshells 
because someone didn’t think about 
the consequences of dressing as the 
opposite gender.
Washrooms work for the majority 
of people and there’s little reason to 
cater to the embarrassment felt by 
the transgender minority. 
This matter should be taken in 
stride and tested, in the same way as 
Glasgow University, by converting a 
single washroom to unisex format. If 
the student body is comfortable with 
the test then more restrooms should 
be converted. 
Unisex washrooms unnecessary
College must 
not displace 
Canadians 
As enrolment numbers at Lan-gara continue to rise, the col-lege is looking to attract more 
international students.
    This should not restrict enrolment 
for Canadian students.
Dr. Martin Gerson, college 
vice-president academic and 
provost, told The Voice the college 
wants to increase the numbers of 
foreign students in an effort to keep 
costs lower for domestic students.
With international students 
paying five times as much for tuition 
as Canadians, they’re an attractive 
way to increase funding for the 
college in hard economic times, as 
pointed out by an editorial in The 
Voice last week.
Regardless, the college should not 
increase the 
proportion of 
international 
students by 
displacing 
domestic stu-
dents, especially 
with “long 
waitlists,” as 
Gerson said. The 
first priority for a 
public education 
institution is to 
educate the public whose taxes help 
pay for it. 
Premier Christy Clark announced 
last September that she plans to 
increase the proportion of overseas 
students in B.C. by 50 per cent. She 
claimed this would create 9,000 jobs 
and inject another $500 million into 
the provincial economy.
Census data released last year 
from post-secondary institutions in 
2008 indicate the proportion of 
international students in B.C. was 
almost 11 per cent, three per cent 
higher than the national average. 
Increasing that by half would push 
the proportion of overseas students 
to more than 15 per cent. 
With space at a premium in 
colleges and universities, that 
means less room for domestic 
students.
The province could look at ways to 
create jobs and reap the economic 
benefits of foreign students by 
encouraging more private universi-
ties. There are currently only three 
private universities in B.C.
International students certainly 
do enrich the education experience 
of students at public colleges and 
universities, but an increased 
presence can also be achieved by 
expanding student exchange 
programs. 
After Clark announced the 
province’s international student 
initiative in the Fall, the Vancouver 
Sun published a letter by UBC 
President Stephen Troope, in which 
he wrote that domestic students 
would not be displaced or negatively 
impacted by the increase in interna-
tional students. 
Hopefully Langara’s administra-
tion can fulfill the same promise. 
S
acrificing personal privacy by 
allowing the government to 
watch over us like Big Brother 
will not stop criminal activity.
Bill C-30 proposes Internet service 
providers and cell phone companies 
provide authorities with people’s 
names, adresses, phone numbers, 
e-mail address and online identities.  
Even more intrusive measures 
have been adopted in the United 
States, Australia, and several 
European countries. But just 
because other nations have opted to 
invade personal privacy does not 
mean we should allow it to happen 
here in Canada. It goes against the 
Charter of Rights.
NDP leadership hopeful Thomas 
Mulcair said, “What they’re putting 
into place simply doesn’t respect the 
Charter of Rights, period, full stop.” 
NDP MP John Rafferty said, “a 
free and democratic government 
should simply have no need to track 
every move, purchase, friendship, 
email, or thought of its citizens.” 
Vic Toews told an opposition MP, 
“[You] can either stand with us or 
with the child pornographers.” 
Canadians who oppose the bill 
cannot be blamed for supporting 
child pornography; it just means 
they value their privacy. 
According to an Angus Reid poll 
of 1,011 Canadian adults, 53 per cent 
believe Bill C-30 is too intrusive, and 
the government should not be able 
to track Canadians without a 
warrant.
The bill would require a new 
surveillance infrastructure in the 
whole Canadian Internet and 
telecommunications system. 
Taxpayers should not be troubled 
with the costs of installing this new 
system.
Rafferty said, “Bill C-30 would cost 
taxpayers $80 million to help the 
Internet providers collect this 
information, and for the privilege of 
being spied on by our own govern-
ment.”
The new surveillance infrastruc-
ture could open up a whole new 
world of information that hackers 
could exploit.  
Micheal Vonn, policy director of 
the B.C. Civil 
Liberties Associa-
tion said, “Build-
ing in that 
surveillance 
architecture into 
the entire 
telecommunica-
tion system of 
Canada reduces 
the security of the 
system. Those 
back doors can be 
exploited.” 
Toews said current privacy laws 
in place block the police from 
accessing personal information from 
Internet service providers. 
But there is already a wealth of 
personal information available on 
the Internet with websites like 
Google and Facebook. These 
companies already track your 
Internet behavior; Canadians don’t 
need more of an intrusion on 
personal privacy.
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ZipCar to reach Langara 
Car-sharing company considers college as a south Vancouver site
By BRANDON REID
C
urrently, no car-sharing drop-off 
spots exist south of 41st Avenue, 
but students might choose to 
take advantage of the program 
once it expands into the area.
The general manager of ZipCar, 
Mark Pribula, said the company plans 
to move into the area later this year.
“We’re looking at Langara as a loca-
tion,” he said. “We’d start with a soft 
launch in the summer.” 
ZipCar currently offers UBC stu-
dents reduced rates on vehicles located 
on campus. Customers can use the in-
sured vehicles at rates by the minute, 
hour or day with gas included in the 
price.
“I’ve been holding off but if some-
thing was offered similar to UBC then 
absolutely, I’d sign up,” said general 
sciences student Andre Chabot-Gaspe. 
“I wouldn’t use it for school commuting 
but for running errands on weekends.”
“I’ve heard of ZipCar and stuff but I 
have my own car,” said Cassidy Palmer, 
a general arts student. “I live in Port 
Moody so it’s a 45 minute to an hour 
commute.”
Along with ZipCar, Modo and car2go 
make up the three primary car-sharing 
companies in Vancouver.
ZipCar and Modo offer a variety of 
vehicles including sedans, trucks, mini-
vans and hybrids while car2go only of-
fers Smart Cars. The latter, though, is 
the only program that doesn’t require 
vehicle reservations before use.
Modo rates are the lowest at $7.50 an 
hour and $60 per day.
“We’re not for profit. We set our 
rates to break even on operations,” 
said Modo marketing director Bernice 
Paul via email. “Any profit we make 
goes to improving our entire service 
and fleet.”
Vehicles must be returned to a desig-
nated parking spot or any reserved 
permit-only resident spot within the 
operating area. 
Despite accessibility, some students 
won’t be swayed.
“I ride my bike and I prefer it to 
cars,” said aboriginal studies student 
Laura Stevens. “My friend’s dad is 
signed up. I think it’s a really cool idea.”
Kids’ park 
reflects 
heritage
An all-natural playground 
at Oak Park shares rail-
way history of Marpole-
Oakridge community
By ASHLEY VIENS
The warm, triangle-shaped samosa 
dipped in sweet chutney calls loudly to 
students’ grumbling stomachs, espe-
cially at a price of 75 cents.
On the southwest corner of 49th Av-
enue and Main Street stands All India 
Sweets and Restaurant, one of two lo-
cations in Vancouver. 
“We have customers coming in from 
North Vancouver, West Vancouver, 
Burnaby and Coquitlam — they see we 
have something different than other 
Indian restaurants,” said Pramod 
Chand, who took over from the previ-
ous owners approximately six months 
ago.
“[Pramod] never stops dreaming,” 
Tina Chand said of her father in an 
email. 
“He is very self-confident and deter-
mined, which is why he has still man-
aged to succeed with the recession.”
Son-in-law Steve Ram, also part-
owner of All India Sweets, said he and 
his father-in-law have multiple years of 
experience owning commercial real es-
tate.
 “The restaurant has been a part of 
the heritage in this 
area for over 20 
years,” he said. 
“In the future, 
we would love to 
partner with Tour-
ism Vancouver to 
help preserve that 
heritage.”
Chand’s goal is 
to have customers 
enjoy both the food 
and their experi-
ence, said Ram.
“If you come to [our] house, you’ll 
get the same food as you get at the res-
taurant — authentic Indian food,” Ram 
said. “We want to give people value in 
what they pay for, not just the food,” he 
added. 
Chand is planning changes for All 
India Sweets, such as updating decor 
and adding meat to the current vege-
tarian-only buffet.
“I think if I add meat to the buffet, 
that will appeal to a lot of people,” 
Chand said. “We had been getting 
some bad comments about the previ-
ous owners, the lack of training, cus-
tomer service and the food quality.” 
Since he took over, Chand said that 
he has diligently worked on hiring and 
training extra staff to better serve cus-
tomers. The changes have helped and 
their customer numbers have grown, 
he added. 
Raphael Bedard De Vilca, an arts 
and science student at Langara, has 
been to All India Sweets every week 
since the summer.
“I wasn’t an Indian food lover, but I 
tried it and now I’m hooked,” said De 
Vilca.
“[Pramod] always changes the 
menu,” he added. “There’s always 
something new.” 
“As a student, the food is really good 
for a great price.” 
The full buffet costs $9.95. If meat is 
added, Pramod said customers may ex-
pect a small additional fee.
By SASCHA PORTEOUS
In an eco-conscious world even play-grounds are going green and break-ing the mould of traditionally fabri-
cated monkey bars and slides.
Of more than 150 playgrounds in 
Vancouver, Oak Park’s train-themed, 
nature-based children’s playground is 
the first of its kind.
Located at the Marpole-Oakridge 
Community Centre, the playground is 
built with all-natural materials and 
landscaping, with no manufactured 
equipment. 
“The kids absolutely love it,” said 
Community Recreation Supervisor 
Karen Grant. “They enjoy the natural 
[landscape].”
“We are thrilled with the collabora-
tion between Marpole-Oakridge Com-
munity Association and the Vancouver 
park board in creating this special play-
ground that links to the Marpole neigh-
borhood’s [railway] history,” said the 
board’s chair Constance Barnes in a 
press release. 
As a reflection of the area’s railway 
history, the park includes a child-sized 
train engine and car made out of native 
yellow cedar.
The natural design was built for pre-
schoolers by Sec-
ond Nature Con-
tracting at a cost of 
$70,000. 
L a n d s c a p e r 
Matt Meade re-
turned to the park 
last week to make 
some additional 
modifications.  
“A lot of the kids 
like the idea of the 
train, so we are in-
stalling three 
steering wheels for the kids and we are 
also creating a tunnel made of willow 
branches.” 
Children may have a chance to im-
prove their gardening skills as well.
Raised garden beds will be planted 
with flowers and vegetables as part of 
the community centre’s daycare and 
preschool teachings. 
 “There is hope that we will make 
more of these parks around Vancou-
ver,” Meade said. 
Barnes said “keeping all children 
healthy, active and connected with na-
ture is important for today’s families 
and the park board.”
Small samosas, bigger dreams
The new owner of All India 
Sweets and Restaurant 
takes on the recession by 
catering to customers 
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Clockwise from left: A customer dishes up at the buffet; Owner Pramod Chand poses for the camera; Samosas keep warm won display
1	 ZipCar: $7.75 per 
hour on week days, 
$11.25 Fridays and 
weekends
2	 Modo: $7.50 per 
hour 
3	 car2go: $12.99 per 
hour
COSTS
per hour
SASCHA PORTEOUS photo
A yellow cedar train ‘turns’ the 
corner of the new nature-based Oak 
Park playground. 
By Omar Shariff
The Langara Falcons men’s basket-ball team will be facing off against the Capilano University Blues on 
March 1 for their first game of the Pac-
West Provincial Basketball Champion-
ships.
The Falcons are heading into the 
tournament ranked fourth in the 
league and will have some hard work 
ahead of them in order to take the ti-
tle.
Coach Jake McCallum explained 
that the biggest challenge for the 
team will be winning three consecu-
tive games in three nights to go all 
the way and win the championship.
“We’ll have to win Thursday night, 
Friday night, Saturday night,  so 
that’ll be tough.  Physically it will be 
exhausting,” said McCallum.
Some members of the Falcons pin-
pointed two teams as their main 
competition.
Jit Lohcham, a second-year player, 
identified the Vancouver Island Uni-
versity Mariners as one of the Fal-
con’s biggest threats in the playoffs.  
“They have the best record in the 
league right now and they won the 
provincials last year, so they know 
what it takes to win,” said Lohcham.
McCallum agreed with Lohcham 
and also cited the University of 
Northern British Columbia Timber-
wolves, ranked second in the league, 
as another obstacle to overcome.
“Their teams are a little older than 
our team.  They’ve got some guys 
that have played four or five years so 
they have some talented kids,” said 
McCallum.
Even with all the pressure of the 
game looming over their heads, the 
players are trying to remain calm 
and treat their first game against the 
Blues like any other game.
“I just think of it as a regular game, 
we just have to go out there and 
win,” added second-year player Bro-
dy Greig.
McCallum identified a few areas 
that the team will need to stay on top 
of during the tournament.
“We have to have a complete team 
effort as far as rebounding, running 
what we’re supposed to be running, 
being where we’re supposed to be on 
the court, and just making sure we’re 
playing together out there,” said Mc-
Callum.
The tournament will be from 
March 1 to 3 at Capilano University.
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Langara bids farewell to Muir
ALEXANDER SKERDZHEV photo
Carling Muir, 24-year-old cancer survivor and Falcons star, poses outside of the gymnasium at Langara. 
Falcons look 
to fly high at
nationals 
Men’s team seeks championship at provincials
By alexander Skerdzhev
F
alcons veteran Carling Muir will 
be saying goodbye to her basket-
ball career after five years with 
the team and a battle with brain 
cancer.
The blonde-haired, six-foot-one 
star is leaving her hoop dreams be-
hind to focus on the social sciences 
before pursuing her dream of becom-
ing a family patient counsellor at 
B.C. Children’s Hospital.
“My five years at Langara have 
been great, I’m sad to see it end,” 
said Muir. “But I’m excited to start a 
new chapter in my life too, and move 
on.”
Muir has been fighting a brain tu-
mour for the last five years. She was 
diagnosed with cancer after collaps-
ing in the gym during team practice.
“My first year here was the year I 
had my seizure. I had to have brain 
surgery and go under a year of che-
motherapy,” she said.
Far from taking this as a sign to 
quit basketball, Muir was back on the 
court shortly thereafter, and stron-
ger than ever.
“Half way through, when I felt I got 
strong enough, I decided to come 
back and ... that’s the year when I got 
[the B.C. College] Player of the Year, 
All-Canadian and I was able to lead 
the league in scoring.”
Falcons coach Mike Evans said 
that even more inspiring than her 
comeback and subsequent triumphs 
on the court was the way she handled 
her situation.
“I was at the hospital ‘til midnight 
with her parents, waiting to find out 
what was going on,” he said. 
“I didn’t go to work the next day, I 
went straight to the hospital, I 
walked into her room and it was her, 
her family and some friends. We 
were there to cheer her up but it was 
the other way around. She was cheer-
ing everybody else up.”
Muir laughed as she recalled that 
incident.
“As weird as that sounds, I felt a 
sense of guiltiness. The last thing 
any parent wants to hear is that their 
child got sick, and I was 19 when I 
was diagnosed,” she said.
“I felt like I was putting them 
through so much heartache and 
hurt, so I wanted to protect them.”
Muir says she views her cancer as 
a blessing, and is thankful for it mak-
ing her the person she is today.
“Sometimes it hurts my mom to 
hear me say that, but I think it’s 
brought so many more positives to 
my life than negatives, that I couldn’t 
imagine myself not going through 
and having those same experiences,” 
she said.
On how she manages to deal with 
her situation, Muir said she simply 
likes to focus on the lighter side of 
life.
“When my hair started falling out, 
I made a funeral video and I posted it 
on my Facebook page,” she said. 
“Just to make people laugh and say 
hey, you know what, I’m going to be 
bald and out there in your face and 
I’m not afraid.”
Having survived her ordeal and 
with her cancer in remission, Muir 
offers a few words of advice to those 
who may be in a similar situation.
“Try and stay positive, it’s a hard 
situation, it’s scary,” she said. “Even 
at your sickest moments, if there’s 
something positive you can focus on, 
that makes you a survivor, because 
in the end, cancer’s not controlling 
your whole life.”
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Falcon basketball star is flying the coop to pursue her dream career
The Falcons are preparing 
mentally and physically 
for a challenging weekend
Badminton tournament 
showcases Canada’s best
By dana BOwen
Langara’s Luke Couture and Alisa Young will be representing British Columbia at the PacWest national 
badminton championships in Kam-
loops.  
Couture will be playing on B.C. 
Team One, along with the gold medal 
winners across the province, while 
Young, will be on B.C. Team Two 
with the silver medal winners.  
Couture grew up playing hockey, 
volleyball and running, but it wasn’t 
until recently that he decided to de-
vote himself to badminton.
Despite his late start, Couture is 
currently ranked ninth in Canada. 
 “I would like to think that my suc-
cesses are to come…but it’s really 
not about winning medals, it’s about 
getting better everyday,” said Cou-
ture.
Originally from New Brunswick, 
Couture said he finds it exciting to be 
representing B.C.  
“My heart and soul is for New 
Brunswick and I’ve always made a 
strong point in representing New 
Brunswick, so this is funny and excit-
ing for me to wear the BC jacket,” 
said Couture.
Young, a true British Columbian, 
is a born and raised Vancouverite. 
She started playing badminton in 
high school, where she competed in 
the provincial competitions every 
year.
Young was drawn to badminton 
because she enjoys playing the solo 
sport. “I’ve never been a fan of any 
team sports.  The only reason I like 
badminton is that the biggest team is 
two people,” said Young. 
After leaving high school Young 
left badminton behind, choosing to 
focus on her studies, but with a little 
encouragement she was back on the 
court.
 “I wasn’t planning on joining be-
cause I was doing five courses, and I 
didn’t think I would have time to 
commit to classes and the team, but 
then the coach called and we man-
aged to work something out,” said 
Young. She says she is looking for-
ward to the nationals because it will 
be a great experience and a lot of fun.
 The tournament is March 1 to 3 in 
Kamloops. 
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Garret Ling-Lee (left) Randjodh Hare (centre) and Vince 
Tolentino (right) practise their game last week.
